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PRESS RELEASE 


THE LAST FOREST: 


Presented by the students of the Drama in Education Program, Dept. of Theatre, Concordia University. 
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The DINE program is based on playful but thoughtful ex 


periential learning. Through studio work the program aims to provide 
Students with an eclectic array of ideas, techniques an 


d operational methods. These are placed in context through lectures 
and discussions which enable students to gain an understanding of the theoretical rationale for the activities. Our focus is on 


the development of articulate, creative and sensitive Artist/Educators who are able to work in a wide range of settings (eg. 
schools, hospitals, community centers, and In small-scale touring companies). 


The members of the company presenting this play are students of a course entitled 
ces". The purpose of this course is to expose the students to several aspects of prod 
themselves are collective creations, meaning that the students serve not only as actor 
Story development, prop, 
the show. 


“Theatre Production For Young Audien- 
ucing plays for young people. The plays 


S, but are also involved in topic research, 
Set, and costume construction, and the preparation of the educational materials that accompany 


Approaches to Production 


We believe it is important to note the deliberate choices that were made in the evolution of this project. We decided that we 
wanted to do a "green" 


show, one which reflected our concerns about such important Issues as pollution, global warming, 
deforestation, animal extinction and so on. We feel it is not only important for the student to be made aware of these issues 
but to realize that their individual actions can make a difference. To this end we have made every effort to make this show as 
environmentally friendly as possible, using recycled materials whenever we could, including the paper you are now holding. 


However, we did not want to be didactic or political in our presentation of these ideas, and thus decided to develop a play 
that used a classically mythological Style as a framework or metaphor for this theme. The characters are all archetypical and 
allegorical figures, and the Story progresses both through dialogue between the characters as well as the intervention of a 
Storyteller. Dialogue is sparse and many scenes involve only sound and movement. We developed a movement style based 
on tai chi, and In fact had several workshops with a martial arts expert to familiarize ourselves with this grounded, balanced 
movement. We wish to allow the audience, both young and old, to draw their own conclusions and interpretations about what 
they experience, to make their own connections between the story and the realities of environmental dangers that exist today 
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“Here Is a quick run-down of what the play itseif is about: 


Once upon a time there was a word that was very beautiful, covered with forests that were full of life and growth, where animals 
of every sort lived in harmony and freedom. The Four Great Elements of this world, Air, Fire, Earth and Water, formed a mighty 
Gate to the Center of the World, held In balance there by the Natural Order of Things. 


There lived on this world a great Magician who was teaching her Apprentice the secrets of The Book, which contained power- 
ful mystical spells capable of disturbing the Natural Order that held the Great Elements together. One day a pair of mischeivious 
Tricksters stole the Book from the Magician and put it Into the hands of a couple of kind-hearted but simple Fools who, quite 
by accident, uttered the words from the Book that released the Elements from the Gate, throwing the world into chaos and 
quickly destroying the forests and all that lived in them. A wise Sage, having forseen the danger to the world, selects two spe- 
cial birds who have fallen to the earth when the Elements robbed them of their flight to go on a journey to the Last Forest, 
wherein they will find the Tree of Healing, whose magical properties are the only hope of restoring the Elements to their natural 
place in the Gate to the Center of the World. 


And so the Traveller and her Companion set off in search of the Tree of Healing. Along the way they make friends, Including 
the Fools and a pair of brave Warriors, who join them in overcoming many obstacles and battles with the Elements. before 
they finally reach the now nearly dead Tree of Healing. However, with the heip of the Magician's powers and the love and 
goodness of the Fools, the Natural Order is restored, and the Elements are returned to the Gate, around a new and healthy 
Tree of Healing. ' | 
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D.B. Clarke Theatre 
14355 deMaisonmneuve Blvd. 


Reservations : 648-4742 starting Dec. 9, 9¢ 
Admission: $1.30. 


Suitable for all ages. 
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